Nov. 30-7...Week of Prayer for International Missions
and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

4o “Confluence” gathering, 9-1, Redeemer Church in
Troy
8iiinn Ministers’ and Wives Christmas Appreciation

Dinner, St. Clair First
8-10..... Operation Christmas Child trip to Chicago, IL

9. i, Youth Leaders Mtg., 6:00 p.m., Ministry Center
13........ Women on Missions Mtg., 9:30 a.m., M.C.
24-26....0ffice Closed for Christmas holiday
31........Youth New Year’s Eve Event.
ittt R

MINISTRY CENTER
HOLIDAY OFFICE SCHEDULE

The office will be closed December 24-29*
for the Christmas holiday and
on January 1 for New Years Day

*If you are in need of assistance during this time
please contact Jim Plymale at 314-540-2570.
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- JANUARY

| New Year’s Day, office closed

10......... WMU/WOM, 9:30 a.m., Ministry Center
12......... Ministers’ Mtg., 10:30 a.m., Ministry Center
13......... Mission Council, 4:30 p.m., Ministry Center
13......... Youth Leaders Mtg, 6:00 p.m., Ministry Center

16-18... Youth Winter Weekend, Ridge at Villa Ridge

18......... Sanctity of Human Life Sunday

19......... Executive Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m., M C.

25 Baptist Men’s Day (traditional date, or June 21
On SBC calendar)

26.......... Semi-Annual Program Committee Meeting
(tentative)

WEEKLY CHURCH PRAYER FOCUS

As we continue our prayer emphasis for our associational
churches, our associational staff invites you to join in prayer
each week to pray for the listed churches. Please pray for
the following churches each week of December.

Dec. 7:
Dec. 14:
Dec. 21:

Stanton First and Temple
Union First and Virginia Mines

Washington First and Franklin
Baptist Association

Dec. 28: Anaconda and Calvary
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CHURCHES & MISSIONS

ANACONDA

CALVARY

CALVEY

CENTRAL

CHARRETTE

COMPASS MINISTRIES
EVERGREEN

FAITH

GRACE

GRAY SUMMIT, FBC
GREEN MOUND
LIGHTHOUSE

*LIVING STONES
MEMORIAL

MT. CALVARY

NEW BEGINNINGS

NEW CHAPEL HILL

NEW FRIENDSHIP

NEW HOPE

OAK GROVE

PACIFIC

PACIFIC HEIGHTS
PROSPECT

RIDGE CHURCH at GERALD
RIDGE CHURCH at LESLIE
RIDGE CHURCH at PACIFIC
RIDGE CHURCH at UNION

RIDGE CHURCH at VILLA RIDGE

ROSE HILL MISSIONARY
STANTON, FBC

ST. CLAIR, FBC

ST. CLAIR SOUTHERN
SHILOH

SPRING BLUFF

TEMPLE

UNION, FBC

VIRGINIA MINES
WASHINGTON, FBC

*Denotes a new church/mission church

Vol. XLV

The Challenger

Franklin Baptist Association

Union, Missouri

Webpage: franklinbaptistassociation.org
(636) 583-2639 office  E-Mail: fcbamo@aol.com

James E. Plymale
(314) 540-2570 cell

No. 524

Director of Missions
E-mail: jamesply@aol.com

December 2025

et ottt

Mewy Christmas & Fappy New Year 3

from the Staff at

Franklin Baptist Ussociation
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cFeom the ,Dltcctot of cflissions...

It is hard to believe, but another year has quickly passed, and
we are already moving into December, and the Christmas
season is upon us. This is always a wonderful and very busy
time for us all. With all the hustle and bustle of the Christ-
mas season, finding those special gifts and planning and at-
tending holiday activities, I always try encourage folks (and
MYSELF!) to remember to keep focus on the most im-
portant “GIFT" of Christmas, the Christ-child, given to save
us from our sins. It helps us to remember that this IS the
REAL meaning of Christmas. I basically say this every year,
but is so true every year until Christ returns! God’s love is
unchanging and God so loved the world He gave His only
Son to save us from our sin and make reconciliation and
eternal fellowship with God possible. Such a Gift reflects
the very loving and generous nature of God Himself. Expe-
riencing this special love changes us from within.

I pray you will have a fresh appreciation for what God has
given us and trust you have received God's gift of His Son
into your life. If you have received that gift, the best way
you can begin to thank Him adequately for His Gift to you is
to pass on that Gift to others who desperately need His love
and forgiveness. The greatest gift you can give is to share
His gift (Jesus) with others. Ultimately, that gift is the only
gift that really matters. If you share Jesus, you and those
with whom you share Christ will have a very good Christ-
mas, one that endures eternally.

I also usually take this time to emphasize how receiving that
“Gift” impacts the very character of our lives. If Christ is in
us, He will impress us to give ourselves and our resources to
others, as He gave Himself to us. In our own generous giving
of ourselves, we reflect the giving nature of God who lives
within us. In addition to personally sharing the gospel with
others, a great way to help give Jesus to all the world is to
give generously to our special Lottie Moon International
Missions Offering. 100 % of this offering goes directly to
the support of nearly 4000 Southern Baptist missionaries
who are actively serving and proclaiming the gospel on the
field in almost every nation around our globe through our
SBC International Missions Board.

Also, as you plan your personal and church giving for the
year ahead, please prayerfully consider giving generously to
other mission causes in your church and our joint association
ministries budget and projects. Any of these areas would be
good areas to give some “extra” at the end of the year. One
such project is the special Camp Pool Renovation/
Replacement Project Fund. It is estimated to cost about
$300,000 to renovate the camp pool. Our goal is to raise
the funds for this in the next year. We are asking each
Association member church to prayerfully consider what
they can contribute to this much needed project. A pool
funding campaign representative is available to lead a brief
campaign presentation at your church.

May you have, and share, the joy of a Christ-centered holi-
day season!

Bro. Jim

FBA FINANCIAL UPDATE

We want to thank you for your continued generous finan-
cial support for our joint association missions work. Your
giving helps strengthen and assist our churches’ joint ef-
forts in reaching our area with the gospel. Please notify our
office of any significate changes to your normal giving.
Also, please inform our office of any pool renovation fund
commitments.
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OCTOBER FINANCE REPORT

Monthly Budget Requirement: $17,807
October Budget Contributions: $12,443
Budget Receipts—Since September 1: $ 22,061
Ending Checking Balance, 10/31/25: $ 28,337
Pool Fund Receipts For October: $ 2,499
Pool Fund Receipts To Date: $ 78,077

Attention: December Contributions

and Tax Implications

To qualify as a 2025 donation, the I.R.S. requires all
personal donations to your church to be postmarked or
received by your church by Dec. 31.

ATTENTION TREASURERS AND PASTORS

Please notify our office if your church votes to make a sig-
nificant increase or decrease in its financial support to the
association missions budget. This is vital information for
planning and sustaining our present payments and minis-
tries.

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS NEEDED

We are praying for many to give generous gifts of any
amount for various improvements at the Ministry Center
and camp. We believe there are some people who are fi-
nancially able, that God will burden to give large gifts of
thousands of dollars. Perhaps God may put this on your
heart during this Christmas season. All donations are tax
deductible. Special donor memorial bricks are available for
donors. Please contact our office if you would like to dis-
cuss making a special donation of stocks or property or ar-
rangements for donations through a will or trust.

*Please check our association website and

Facebook page for any updates.

Camp News/Needs

POOL RENOVATION FUND

We have not quite reached one-third of the amount needed
for renovating the pool. We ask each member church to
give as generously for this as they can.
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& Ministers & Wives o
M M
Y CHRISTMAS DINNER Y
P P
ﬁ% December 8, 6:00p.m. ﬁ%
o Held At: First Baptist Church of St. Clair o~
f“z Dress Casual {\Z
© All present or former pastors , ministerial staff ©
z% and spouse are invited. z%
oy Reservations requested by December 3rd. oy
Fiy 636-583-2639 or fcbamo@aol.com o~

€% Dinner provided free of charge as your Christmas gift. %
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WOMEN ON MISSION MEETING
Saturday, December 13, 9:30 A.M.

“Christmas Tea”
Meet Lottie Moon (Rose DeWever)

Bring your favorite cup and saucer and a wrapped
token gift to exchange. Also, you can bring a
Christmas mug to donate.

Held at: Franklin Baptist Association

Ministry Center Conference Room

K NG NN N KK

785 Butterfield Dr., Union, MO 63084

FRANKLIN COUNTY TOY GIVEAWAY
December 10, Help needed

Is looking for volunteers to help clean toys on December
9th at the Ministry Center from 9am—2pm and with the toy
distribution event on Dec. 10th, 5:30 pm. If you would like
to help in any way call Nan at 314-605-8637 or Maggie at
636-388-2255 for more info.

! AGAPE HOUSE

Your help would be greatly appreciated.

They would like new unwrapped toys for

(-.) ages 4 — 13, especially 9-13, or cash for

ﬁ }'{ 4 Gr) toys. They are expecting as many as 400

children. Food items for food baskets and

wrapping paper are also needed. Please

contact Brother Jim Armistead at 636-629

b -0053 (8-11 a.m.) or his cell 314-630-

‘ 6788. Would like to receive items by
December 15th.

Church News

PASTORLESS CHURCH: Calvary, Calvey, Faith,
New Friendship, New Hope, Oak Grove and Stanton.
Please pray for these churches while they search for a
pastor & feel free to recommend candidates.

Faith — Has called Jim Carter to serve as transitional
pastor. We welcome and pray for Jim and his wife
Marcy as they move on to the field.

Also, Faith would like to invite you to a live Outdoor
Christmas Story at Pin Oak Farms on December 5 & 6
and 12 & 13, 6-8 pm each evening. Guests will travel
by wagon to experience Christ’s birth in live scenes
along the way. The gospel will be clearly presented, so
bring family and friends with you. This is a free event;
donations may be given to defray costs with the excess
going to the Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. Pin
Oak Farms, 2317 Hwy E, New Haven.

Washington, FBC — December 6th will host “Kids’
Holiday Hangout”, 9 am — 5 pm, ages 6 months —
6th grade. There will be lunch and snacks, crafts,
Christmas movie, snowball fights and games. Every-
thing is FREE!!! Space is limited! Register online at
www.fbcwashmo.com to reserve you spot!

CHURCH CLERKS
Directory Updates Needed

We plan to print the Annuals and Directories in early De-
cember. Please email or call the association office by
December 3 if there have been any changes in church lead-
ership, mailing addresses, phone numbers or email address-
es since the Annual Church Profile was turned in August.

WELCOME NEW FBA SECRETARY

We would like to welcome Haley Hogan to the Frank-
lin Baptist Association as our new secretary. Haley is
married to Jared Hogan and is a member of Compass
Ministries. Please give her time and help in learning
this position.

THANK YOU

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU TO EVERYONE
IN THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRAYERS AND
LOVE YOU HAVE SHOWN ME OVER THE YEARS. 1
APPRECIATE ALL THE FRIENDSHIPS I HAVE DE-
VELOPED AND WILL MISS SEEING YOUR SMILING
FACES. SHERRY




